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‘The Geoff Lapp Trio’ has been a cornerstone of the 
Montreal jazz scene since 1999.   Having played extended 

gigs at many of the town's premiere night spots, the 
group has become a hot draw for aficionados in search of 
that heady space where soulful and cerebral fuse -- the 
alembic where great jazz moments emerge.  It is a sound 
that is quintessentially modern: tasteful, innovative, 
and infectiously swinging.  It's been said that the jazz 

piano trio -- piano, upright bass, and drums -- is the 
"distilled essence" of the genre.  Jazz delivered 

straight, no chaser: that's the 'The Geoff Lapp Trio'. 
 

 

Drummer Dave Laing was born in Kitchener Ontario 
and grew up in a musical family. He was introduced to jazz music by his 
father and older brother.  Dave studied at McGill University in Montreal 
and began his professional career shortly thereafter.  In the past fifteen 
years he has recorded, toured, and performed with such national and 
international stars as Jimmy Heath, Junior Cook, Ed Bickert, Denzal 
Sinclaire, Ben Monder, and Ranee Lee.  He currently resides in Montreal 
where he also teaches at McGill University. 
 

Bass player -Paul Johnston moved to Montreal from 
Ottawa in 1990 to study jazz bass at McGill University.  Before completing 
his studies he began working at clubs and festivals as well as on radio 
and television in Montreal, Toronto, Quebec, Ottawa, Kingston. He was a 
founding member of the jazz group Panache, with whom he won a Jazz 
Report award for jazz vocal group of the year in 1996.  He returned to 
McGill to study sound recording in 1999.  In 2001 Paul completed the 
highly regarded M. Mus in sound recording.  While remaining on the jazz 
scene as a bass player, he has branched out as a producer/engineer. 
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Geoff Lapp 
BIOGRAPHY 
 
 
 
 
Geoff Lapp, a Montreal native, was born in 1953, and is considered 
one of Canada’s most accomplished pianists/composers; he is a much 
sought-after accompanist for a host of top Canadian performers. 
 
Originally trained in the classical tradition, Mr. Lapp studied at 
McGill University under the widely respected Art Maiste. Over time, 
he became known for his excellent technique and large repertoire 
of jazz standards. After gaining experience in the pop music world 
touring with the likes of Michel Pagliaro, he performed in salsa, 
country, funk and rock bands. In the early ‘80’s he became committed 
to the jazz idiom and has not looked back since then. 
 
He has performed with renowned jazzmen such as Paquito d’Rivera, 
Don Menza, Richie Cole, Sonny Fortune, and Slide Hampton, among 
others. On one occasion, Liza Minnelli, in town for a concert 
appearance and finding herself at Biddles later that evening, liked 
the band so much that she spontaneously jammed with them at the 
landmark Montreal nightclub. (It should be noted that Geoff Lapp is 
one of the few Canadian jazz musicians with such an extensive club 
gig; length of which has contributed no doubt to his evolution as a 
player.) Lapp has performed extensively worldwide, in festivals and 
clubs both in North America (Lafayette, Lake Tahoe, Los Angeles, 
the Caribbean) and overseas (Beijing, China, the United Arab 
Emirates, and in Europe). 
 
At home in Quebec, he is a mainstay on the vibrant jazz scene, and 
has performed with a who’s who of local luminaries: Dave Turner–
Michel Donato – Jeri Brown – Bob Mover – Kevin Dean–Peter Leitch –
Janis Steprans – Ranee Lee –- George Evans –Denzil Sinclair –John 
Labelle – Michel Lambert –- Ron Seguin –- Charlie Biddle – Charles 
Ellison and the Montreal Jubilation Gospel Choir.  
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Geoff Lapp 
CAREER HIGHLIGHTS 
 
 
Jazz  Festival  Appearances  
Montreal International Jazz Festival, Lafayette International Jazz 
N’ Blues Festival, Toronto International Jazz Festival, Toronto 
DuMaurier Jazz Festival, Ottawa Jazz Festival, Moncton Jazz & Blues 
Festival, Rimouski Jazz Festival, The Off Jazz Festival, Quebec Jazz 
Festival  
 
Soundtrack/ CD   
the Whole Nine Yards – Warner Bros 
Recorded Montreal International Jazz Festival Theme Song 1989 
 
CBC Recordings    
Jazz Beat – François Richard (2006) 
15th Anniversary Celebration of Jazz Beat- CBC (1998)              
Jazz Words -Jeri Brown, Sonny Fortune, Don Menza 
 
Concert Performances/Live Recording       
Sonny Fortune, Slide Hampton, Denzal Sinclaire, Paquito D’rivera, 
Bob Mover, George Evans, Montreal Jubilation Gospel Choir, 
Johanne Desforges,Fraser McPherson Dave Turner, Janis Steprans, 
Adam Broughten, Ritchie Cole, Peter leitch, Michel Donato, Sam 
Notto, Rainee Lee, Mike Allen, Kevin Dean, Charles Ellison, Claude 
Ranger, Gerri Brown, Guido Basso Berni Primeau, Billy Robinson, 
saxophonist Bill Evans    
       
Films & Video        
One Eyed King, Bethune, The Whole Nine yards 
PBS Documentary ‘Crossroads’ History of Jazz in Montreal 
 
Mememorable Drop Ins     
Winston Marsalis & Liza Minnelli  
  
Awards /Shows    
Blue Met, Governor General Book Awards (2006) 
 
On tour with    
Vocalists, John Labelle, Stephanie Biddle, Arlene Smith, Johnny 
Scott, Rocker Michel Pagelario 
 
House Gigs    
1999 - 2006 Queue De Cheval, Montreal 
1985- 98 with Charlie Biddle/Johnny Scott, Biddles Jazz & Ribs, 
Montreal 
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Geoff Lapp 
PRESS REVIEWS 

 
 
 

“…Lapp demonstrates an equally impressive array of talents as soloist, accompanist and 
composer… his… technique contains equal proportions of passion and lyricism, and he has no 
trouble sustaining the flow of ideas…”   Cadence Jazz Journal, USA 
 
“…Lapp is a knowledgeable, lyrical pianist who swings like a barn door. He represents much of 
what makes Montreal such a great city to love jazz in.”   The Montreal Gazette 
 
“… Lapp reads all cues perfectly, providing an incisive rhythmic sense and well shaped 
statements that swung without cliche, were harmonically adventurous yet remained firmly in the 
tradition…”   Geoff Chapman, The Toronto Star 
  
“… He’s one of the city’s finest pianists, and anyone who has frequented any of the city’s jazz 
club’s knows Geoff Lapp is synonymous with quality musicianship, taste and flexibility...”    
The Montreal Gazette 
 
“… Lapp… knows so many tunes, accompanies a soloist so carefully, and works so hard to shape 
the progress of a piece that he is an asset in any band…”   Montreal Gazette 
 
“... considerable compositional skills…”   The Jazz Report, Toronto 
 
“… take note of the growth of the annual jazz festival that has brought more widespread and well 
deserved recognition for talented jazz artists like Lapp… tasteful… swinging…  
check out Lapp”   Cadence Jazz Journal, USA 
 
“…confident and sensitive playing…”   The Globe & Mail, Toronto 
 
“…biggest pleasures here provide by…Lapp…a wealth of ideas…his skill is obvious…”   
Montreal Gazette 
 
“…handsome sampling of bop and ballads…”   Winnipeg Free Press 
 
“…as Oliver Jones moves up in the jazz world, younger Montreal players take his place:  
Geoff Lapp, pianist…”   Ottawa Citizen 
 
“…Quant au pianiste Geoff Lapp, il complète bien la formation par un style très recherché.  
Ses pièces en trio parmis les points forts du disque.”   LF 
 
“…Au piano, Lapp a un style qui se singularise par sa fluidité et son à-propos – les notes de 
Lapp arrivent toujours à point… à l’aise dans tous les tempi, Lapp s’affiche comme un des 
meilleurs pianistes au Canada” 
 
“…(L’album Contrastes) met en relief les talents des musiciens exceptionnels… 
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Geoff Lapp 
DISCOGRAPHY 
 
 
 
 
2006  Stained glass | The Geoff Lapp Trio | Elephant Records   
 
2005  A Montreal Jazz Christmas | Soundsgood  productions 
 

Ad Infinitum  |  Francois Richard  |  Effendi Records  
 
2004  Easy Living |  The Geoff Lapp Trio with Johnny Scott 
 
2002  Live at the Queue  |  The Geoff Lapp Trio and guests 
 
2002  Soundtrack /Cd  |  The Whole Nine Yards  |  2 Tracks         
 
1995  Papo Rose et Orchestre Pambiche  
 
1995  Second Set  |  Janis Steprans 
 
1994  Jubilation V  |  Montreal Jubilation Gospel Choir  
                   (Juno award winner)  Justin Time records 
 
1993  New Morning  |  Janis Steprans  
 
1992  Jazz Words  |  Geri Brown  |  CBC Recordings 
 
1990  Contrasts  |  The Geoff Lapp Trio featuring Johnny Scott 
 
1987  Perspectives  |  With Bernie Primeau 
 
1986  From Now On  |  The Geoff Lapp Trio with Johnny Scott 
 

Recorded Montreal Jazz Festival 86 Theme Song  
 

1975Enterprise  |  CBC Recordings  |  Album Jane Fair  
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